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My Goals This Year
Happy New Year! Soon, we’ll celebrate Chinese New Year in February. People like to make resolution in the new year because they take new year as a new beginning. As Christians, we do not need to wait until new year to make new resolutions but it is a good thing to set our own vision and target at certain point of time. Certainly, new year can be a good time for this.

Php 3:12-14 (CEV)  I have not yet reached my goal, and I am not perfect. But Christ has taken hold of me. So I keep on running and struggling to take hold of the prize. My friends, I don't feel that I have already arrived. But I forget what is behind, and I struggle for what is ahead. I run toward the goal, so that I can win the prize of being called to heaven. This is the prize that God offers because of what Christ Jesus has done.
Goal
We need to have some goals in our lives. People who have no goals normally do not achieve much. People need goals to keep themselves focused in their live pursuing the same thing over the time. Goals can be short-term or long term, but we need to have our own goals; goals for our personal life, spiritual life, family, works / business / study, ministry, and so on.

Look at the scriptures above. Paul said many times about my goal, the prize, what is ahead, the goal, etc. He is focused on his calling and his goals!

What are your goals in this year? [Members can share their goals]

· No goals? Maybe you have not thought well about your goals in this year. Think for a while and write something on a paper. If it’s not too personal, it is good to share with your spiritual family so that they can support you in various ways.

· Challenge your status quo. Some of you have goals which you can achieve easily. Some of you dare not to think big because you have failed a few times. Goals need to be bigger than what you can do so that you can grow further and maximize your life.

· Align your goals to God’s plan, purpose and promises. As the children of God, our goals must have ultimate purpose to bring glory to Him. Some of us think in worldly manner that our goals in the end will please our flesh (pleasure and leisure) instead.

Go Forward

Now that you have your goals, you need to aim for them. Paul said in the Scripture above that he has not reached his goal yet, and therefore he kept on running and struggling. It’s not easy to achieve your goals, especially if your goal is as big as Paul’s. It’s not by simply sitting down then telling God: “God, if you want, you can give me all of my goals … now.” It wouldn’t happen that way, would it?
God says in the Bible that we need to be diligent in doing our works, we need to use God’s wisdom, we need to walk by faith and we need to walk in obedience to His Words that His blessing will come in our lives.

One of the reasons why people fail to move forward is because they look at the past too much. We need to learn from the failure in the past. We need to remember God’s power in the past. But, like a good driver, we should look to the rear mirror only once in a while. Instead we look to the front most of the time. If you look at the rear mirror most of the time, you may be driving backward …

What are the past that have been holding you back? Failure in business / works? Bad results in study? Disappointment in relationship? Why don’t you bring them all into God’s hands and ask Him to lift you up.
Proverbs, the book of wisdom, also says that some people fail to go forward because they are lazy – they don’t work hard and make excuses for themselves. If you don’t sow any seeds, how could you reap a harvest?

There may more reasons why you failed to move forward in the past. You may share with the group and pray that you would overcome them this year.

Grace
Paul also said that he could strive forward because “Christ has taken hold of me”. In other words, because Christ has called Paul or Christ has set a calling and purpose of Paul. He has given us grace to come to Him and pursue the calling that He has set before us.

We need to remember that our walk with Christ starts by grace, and by grace also will we continue to walk with Him for the rest of our lives. Paul has experienced lots of hardships in his life but he could make it because of God’s grace.

You may read 2 Cor 11:24-33 how he had to go through persecutions, hardships, troubles and dangers for his goals in serving Christ. The reason for his strength, endurance and perseverance is mentioned in the next chapter that in his vision, God says: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

This is a new year with a new beginning. This year is going to be an exciting year as we walk in it together. Let us depend on God’s grace day after day, week after week and month after month. Let us not say that by our own strength but by His grace and power we could make it.

Deu 8:17-18 (CEV) When you become successful, don't say, "I'm rich, and I've earned it all myself." Instead, remember that the LORD your God gives you the strength to make a living. That's how he keeps the promise he made to your ancestors.

Amen!

